
Western Balkans project - Donor conference - Belgrade 5 May 2011

F ilit ti thF ilit ti th b d d l t h ib d d l t h iFacilitating the areaFacilitating the area--based development approach inbased development approach in
rural regions in the Western Balkansrural regions in the Western Balkans

Background & ObjectivesBackground & ObjectivesBackground & ObjectivesBackground & Objectives

G i L i F bi S i i Sil i S i MGeertrui Louwagie, Fabien Santini, Silvia Saravia Matus, 
Sergio Gomez y Paloma

European Commission, Joint Research Centre, European Commission, Joint Research Centre, 
Institute for Prospective Technological Studies Institute for Prospective Technological Studies –– AGRILIFE unitAGRILIFE unit



Western Balkans project - Donor conference - Belgrade 5 May 2011

IntroductionIntroduction

Issue
Decline in rural cross-border regions of the Western Balkans

Background
• SWG-Rural Regional Development previous meetings: 

t d l t it ti i l b dassessment development situation in rural cross-border areas
preliminary studies

• EastAgri (2008): 
round table on area-based development 

European Commission
Directorate-General for 

Agriculture and Rural Development

Implementation
• Administrative Arrangement between DG AGRI and JRC - IPTSAdministrative Arrangement between DG AGRI and JRC IPTS 
• with the support/advice of:

DG ELARG, SWG-RRD secretariat, FAO, UNDP, World Bank, OECD
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The The Western BalkansWestern Balkans projectproject

General objective:
Facilitate local rural development in the Western BalkansFacilitate local rural development in the Western Balkans

Specific objectivesSpecific objectives
1. To facilitate the ABD approach in a selected rural cross-

border area in the Western Balkans
2 Disseminate the ABD strategy and action plan to potential2. Disseminate the ABD strategy and action plan to potential 

donors – MAY 5, 2011 – Belgrade, Serbia
3. Develop a method using the ABD or SIMILAR participatory 

approaches for other rural areas in the Western Balkans whereapproaches for other rural areas in the Western Balkans, where 
such type of intervention may be appropriate
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AreaArea--based development (ABD)based development (ABD) approach

Origins: UNDP/UNOPS - 1980s
• post-conflict, post-disaster, (extreme) poverty, exclusion

Af h i t C t l A i S d

Need for approach able to address

• Afghanistan, Central America, Sudan

• particular, specific
• complex
• in a holistic manner

} development problems

Main characteristics 
• area specific (versus country)

in a holistic manner

• area-specific (versus country)
• integrated (across sectors)
• inclusive (communities)
• participatory (bottom-up)
• flexible (responsive to changes)
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Similar approaches in EUSimilar approaches in EU

LEADER
• Relevant features

- area-based local development
- bottom-up
- capacity building
- multi-sectoral actions

bli i t t hi- public-private partnerships
• Differences/similarities with the ABD approach

- no area-specific, complex development problem required
t il i l i- not necessarily inclusive

- no consideration rural-urban linkages
- limited to areas with 5 000 - 100 000 inhabitants

INTERREG-A
Factors of success
legal framework for cross border cooperation- legal framework for cross-border cooperation

- quality of partnerships
- degree of institutionalisation
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The The pilot target areapilot target area

Target area:
Drina-Tara

Municipalities:
Serbia: Bajina Bašta, Užice, Priboj, 
Č j i P ij lj Lj b jČajetina, Prijepolje, Ljubovja
Montenegro: Pljevlja, Bijelo Polje
Bosnia‐Herzegovina: Višegrad, 
Srebrebnica Milici Bratunac RudoSrebrebnica, Milici, Bratunac, Rudo, 
Goražde
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ABD approach in DrinaABD approach in Drina--Tara areaTara area

A. Delineate the pilot target area
B Assess the development situationB. Assess the development situation

→ the baseline 

iti l d /d l t→ critical needs/development gaps

→ priority development areas
Participatory

C. Elaborate the development strategy and action plan
→ development priorities

→ specific activities

→ monitoring - engage different levels
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Participatory processParticipatory process

LocalLocal
BottomBottom upup

Connection Connection 
nationalnational--

internationalinternationalBottomBottom--upup internationalinternational
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Lessons learnt for future applicationLessons learnt for future application

A. Adapted methodology
b ild th i ti→ build on the existing

ABD & local development approaches, LEADER, cross-border 
programmesprogrammes

→ lessons learnt from Drina-Tara pilot

dissemination plan→ dissemination plan

B Id tif th t ti l l b dB. Identify other potential rural cross-border areas
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Thank you for your attentionThank you for your attention


